By Justin Seward
Commentator/Courier

Joe Roberts and his Push
for Change team made the
Redcliff Youth Centre a stop
on their 9000 km across
Canada to raise awareness
about preventing youth
homelessness on June 15.

Roberts was a homeless
addict in Vancouver in 1989
and he was fortunate enough
to turn his life around and
became a successful busi-
nessman as a president and
CEO of a multimedia compa-
ny.

Now the Push for
Change’s executive director,
he began the journey push-
ing a shopping cart across
the nation that resembled
chronic homelessness in
May, 2016 in St. John’s, Nfld.

“One of the only ways
we’re going to get to a place
where we’re going to prevent
and end youth homelessness
is investing in prevention,”
said Roberts.

“Anytime we get an oppor-
tunity to connect with
schools, youth centres, any
place where we can talk to

young people, this is a place
where we can activate. In fact
it’s been the smaller commu-
nities that have done a better
job engaging with us coming
into Redcliff or Medicine
Hat.”

Roberts said with having
that homelessness experience
he wanted to find a way to
pay it forward.

“I wanted to use the power
of that lived experience to
point to pragmatic, sustain-
able solutions that will actu-
ally create change we’re look-
ing for,” said Roberts.

“You talk to any Canadian,
they’re not going to disagree
with you that we want to end
homelessness. Most common
folks don’t understand what
that game plan is. The Push
for Change is a platform to
advocate and inspire young
people to spark conversations
in communities.”

He has gotten shout outs
from Don Cherry and has sat
down with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau along the
way.

The Push for Change will
wrap up in Vancouver on
Sept. 29.
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Roberts pushes for change
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A PUSH TOWARDS ENDING YOUTH HOMELESSNESS: Joe Roberts (far right) pushes his cart down the street with
members of the Reddliff Youth Centre on June 15.

Schuler School students go back in time at Heritage Park

Submitted by
Dannica Beck

On June 5, Schuler School division 2
students went to Heritage Park in
Calgary to have a sleep over and to learn

more about Alberta Heritage.

Before they went to Heritage Park,
the Schuler students travelled to Telus
Spark. They got to play and explore the

great playground. "Brainasium."

The playground allowed students to

use their brains in taking a risk.

Climbing net walls all the way to the top
or climbing over slanted logs. They had

to achieve their goal.

In the Dome Theatre they saw one of
the biggest screens in North America.
Schuler students watched Mysteries of

the Unseen World. They learned how
some things move too quickly, too slowly

or too small for our eyes to see.

They used photography microscopy
and nanotechnology to show these
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LEARNING ABOUT HERITAGE: Schuler School’s Division 2 students were getting their year
end educational lesson at Heritage Park on June 5.

things. Once the movie was over Schuler
School carried on with their field trip
and headed over to Heritage Park where
they slept in a barn.

There were many activities planned
out first the Schuler students. First was
a grand tour of the village and they
could do many historical activities
including making ice cream.

On June 6, Schuler students had an
early morning packing and readying
themselves for the day. They enjoyed
breakfast they went outside for a scav-
enger hunt.

The students had so much fun with
the hunt and the rides, the most popular
ride was the Ferris wheel.

Arinn states, "I loved this field trip
and it is my favorite trip so for. I loved
going to the shops and going in the
rides. My favorite ride was the catterpil-
lar and my favorite place to go was the
candy shop." Schuler students had such
a fun time.
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